Meeting March 21 at Everest Hotel, GV, regarding formation of new international body for paragliding (International paragliding Federation), separate from FAI and CIVL

18 pilots attending

-even if we don’t form new org, this meeting is important as we can discuss issues with CIVL

-can we make CIVL separate from FAI?

-Japan thinks CIVL is mostly OK, just moves slowly; not necessary to create new organization

-real problem: Turkey and Portugal say FAI is too broad, not specific to PG and some people in FAI don’t know anything about PG

-also too concrete, no leeway for flexibility

-people to send to FAI meetings, make sure they are PG knowledgeable

-right now only NAC’s can work with FAI for comps, and many NAC’s are not PG-knowledgeable

-allow PG organization in each country, separate from NAC that deals with CIVL?

-Denmark thinks we should stay with CIVL

-sounds like many countries have ways to deal with their NAC via a national organization, which has the power to do NAC-type stuff 

-Denmark thinks we are stronger if we stay with FAI, we just have to make it function better, more employees, more PG-specific people in it

-eliminate NAC and have national organization deal directly with CIVL?: that way we send delegates that know about PG

-create fund to send to CIVL to have for comps, for insurance (liability and medical)?

-apparently FAI is working on this problem

-there is no international insurance program in place to insure foreign pilots in another country’s comp

-consensus to keep CIVL but just improve it

-CIVL should operate like World Cup organization, pilots should more involved and represented …

-does CIVL have a group that can confirm criteria at comps?  The PG subcommittee and FAI observers right now.

-Portugal says there should be technical commission in CIVL that is specialist in comps and confirms logistics and regulations in Pre- Worlds and Worlds.

-Portugal suggests creating an international group that is intermediate between countries and CIVL (pilots committee…?)

-will CIVL accept such an organization?

-trim CIVL PG subcommittee to less organizers so not too much democracy?

-Austria(?) will tell CIVL about insurance issues

-Swiss brings up media situation

-Let media fly with comps, not as many restrictions

-have safety person fly in the comps right in the middle of the gaggle, to determine safety conditions.  But individual pilots must also be responsible for reporting unsafe conditions.

Conclusions of team leader’s meeting March 21, 2005, concerning issues with FAI and CIVL

1.  Send the following concerns to the FAI PG subcommittee:

FAI needs more PG-knowledgeable people involved in PG related matters.  This is a major problem in FAI right now.

CIVL needs to move more rapidly with decision-making

processes.

CIVL needs to have more flexibility in it’s rules and allow for unique situations: HG rules don’t necessarily apply to PG.

Send appropriate people to FAI meetings.  For PG matters, send a PG person, not an HG or sailplane person, etc.

Perhaps create a situation where the countries can deal with FAI via some other organization other than their NAC.  Some countries’ NAC have no idea about PG, and thus shouldn’t be involved in PG matters.

Create an international insurance program for pilots attending comps in foreign countries (liability and medical); right now this doesn’t exist and some pilots are attending comps and are not properly insured.

Give the media more flexibility when flying with comps, allow them to fly for the whole comp in order to get better coverage.

It is CIVL’s responsibility that organizers provide a helicopter and other necessary safety equipment for Worlds competitions.  To accomplish this, perhaps take a deposit from the bidding organization, and if safety conditions are not met, then the deposit is kept.

2.  Send appropriate observers to Pre-World competitions (technical commission perhaps), and make a report at the next CIVL Plenary Meeting on which conditions are met and which aren’t.

3.  Create email list to keep interested countries up-to-date on CIVL issues and possible solutions.

4.To prevent lack of communication between pilots and CIVL ,pilots can form a committee, represents themselves in CIVL apart from their NAC.This committee can also work with Sub committee  for improving class 1 competitions.

